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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Integrity Partners and South Central Merge to Form New York’s Largest Rural Behavioral Health Network 

A New Era for Rural Behavioral Health: Expanded Access and Advanced Analytics 

Western, Finger Lakes, Central, and South Central New York (10 December 20205): Integrity Partners for Behavioral Health IPA 

(Integrity Partners) and the South Central Behavioral Health Network (South Central) jointly announced today a strategic 

merger that unites two of New York State’s rural behavioral health alliances into a single, coordinated network of care that 

leverages a unique data and analytics infrastructure. The merged organization will operate under the name Integrity Partners 

for Behavioral Health IPA, combining the two behavioral health networks into one cohesive entity. Both networks will 

combine as equal owners, creating a shared leadership structure that reflects the strengths, values, and contributions of each 

partner while ensuring balanced representation and collaborative decision-making. 

The combined network comprises 46 providers, with 22 from Integrity Partners and 24 from South Central, serving over 

100,000 clients across rural New York. Supported by Integrity Partners’ statewide analytics infrastructure and data 

warehouse, the warehouse will encompass 150,000 individuals, offering unprecedented insights to aid clinical decision-

making and quality improvement. The merger also unites primary care, behavioral health, and social care organizations, 

significantly strengthening integration across medical and community-based services. 

A Statewide Rural Network with Unprecedented Reach 

Together, the merged entity becomes a unified and influential voice for rural behavioral health, positioned to guide statewide 

policy, align funding, and accelerate innovation across New York. The newly combined network will serve 34 rural counties 

(see attached graphic) and connect dozens of communities that have traditionally operated without shared analytics, 

coordinated care pathways, or unified infrastructure. This footprint represents 77% of all rural counties in New York State.  

Integrity Partners’ statewide analytics infrastructure and data warehouse will create one of New York’s most comprehensive 

rural behavioral health data environments. By integrating the capabilities of Integrity Partners, South Central, and the Capital 

Behavioral Health Network IPA, the system will bring together the vast majority of rural counties into a single, unified analytics 

platform. 

Steven J. Harvey, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer of Integrity Partners for Behavioral Health IPA, stated, “By merging these two 

strong networks, we are creating New York’s most comprehensive rural behavioral health network. This merger combines 

community-based wisdom with advanced data analytics to ensure rural New Yorkers receive the best possible care and 

representation in state policymaking.” 

Integrity’s Analytics infrastructure and data warehouse Are a Game Changer for New York State 

By integrating rural behavioral health providers into a unified analytics environment, Integrity’s analytics infrastructure and 

data warehouse will enhance quality, coordination, and shared learning throughout New York. It enables the merged 

organization to address longstanding service gaps and amplify rural voices in statewide policy and Medicaid modernization 

efforts. 

The Integrity data warehouse is a secure, HIPAA-compliant analytics platform that brings together clinical, claims, diagnostic, 

and social determinants of health data from rural providers into one unified system. Strengthened through a partnership with 

the University at Buffalo (UB), it gives rural agencies access to modern analytics tools previously unavailable, enabling earlier 

intervention, more coordinated care, and better outcomes across diverse populations. The platform will provide rural 

providers with capabilities such as responsive dashboards, predictive modeling, and integrated data.  

By aligning rural behavioral health providers into a single analytics environment, the warehouse will enhance quality, 

coordination, and shared learning across New York. It enables the merged organization to elevate rural voices in statewide 

policy and Medicaid modernization efforts. Supported by UB and designed for scientific rigor and transparency, Integrity 
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Partners’ analytics infrastructure and data warehouse help ensure that data-driven, equitable behavioral health care becomes 

the standard in all of NYS’s rural communities. 

New Era for Rural Behavioral Health  

The merged network will continue to elevate rural voices, strengthen sustainable partnerships, and ensure that every 

community, regardless of geography, has access to high-quality, data-driven, and equitable behavioral health care. The 

shared mission of both organizations, originally formed through New York State's Behavioral Health Care Collaborative 

initiative, is to expand access to behavioral health services, integrate care across behavioral, medical, and social systems, 

improve outcomes for individuals with complex needs, and prepare providers for value-based payments. Integration goals 

focus on provider engagement, technology alignment, clinical coordination, and expanding the analytics infrastructure and 

data warehouse. 

Lisa W. Hoeschele, Board President of SCBHN and Executive Director and CEO of Family & Children’s Counseling Services, 

states, “This merger brings real strength to communities that too often operate with limited resources. The combination of 

local expertise, shared infrastructure, and statewide data capabilities will transform how behavioral health is delivered across 

our rural counties.” 

Lynda Battaglia, LCSW, Board President of IPBH and Director of Mental Health & Community Services for Genesee County, 

comments: “This merger elevates the voices of rural communities and strengthens our ability to deliver coordinated, high-

quality behavioral health care statewide.” 

For more information about this transformative merger and its impact on rural behavioral health, visit 

www.integritypartnersbh.org or contact the media representatives listed below. 

About 

Integrity Partners for Behavioral Health IPA (Integrity Partners) is a statewide, provider-led behavioral health network 

dedicated to improving access, quality, and outcomes for rural and underserved communities across New York. Through its 

advanced data warehouse, shared infrastructure, and coordinated network of providers, Integrity Partners delivers analytic 

reports, strengthens clinical integration, and supports value-based care readiness. The organization partners with behavioral 

health, primary care, hospital, and community-based agencies to expand equitable, data-driven care that improves the lives 

of individuals and families across the state. For more information, visit www.integritypartnersbh.org. 

South Central Behavioral Health Network (South Central) is a regional alliance of behavioral health, primary care, and social 

service organizations dedicated to delivering coordinated, community-based, person-centered care. With a strong history of 

cross-county collaboration, the network improves continuity, expands local capacity, and supports sustainable, high-quality 

services for rural communities. For more information, visit https://scbhcc.org/. 

Media Contacts 

Integrity Partners for Behavioral Health IPA  

Steven J. Harvey, Ph.D., CEO | 716.289.6300 | steve.harvey@integritypartnersbh.org  

Lynda Battaglia, LCSW, Board President | 585.250.2137 | Lynda.Battaglia@geneseeny.gov 

South Central Behavioral Health Network 

Lisa W. Hoeschele, Board President | 607.423.2764 | lhoeschele@familycs.org 
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The combined footprint represents  

77% of all rural counties in New York State 

 

 

 


